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What is EGMUS?



What is EGMUS?

• Established in 2002 as a merger of different 
initiatives and working groups.

• Network of “EGMUS Friends” open to all 
institutions working with museum statistics.

• Annual Plenary meetings and Core group.

How it works

• Covers a broad definition of Europe beyond EU 
countries.

• Forum to describe, analyze and work on mutual 
standards in order to enable harmonization

Scope

• The only initiative collecting and harmonizing 
museum data on a European level.

Unique Position

Origin & Background



Mission of EGMUS



Mission of EGMUS

Networking & Exchange
Fostering collaboration 
between institutions and 
experts.

Harmonization
Addressing challenges in 
unifying diverse museum 
data across Europe.

Data Collection & Comparison
Standardized approach to 
gather and analyze statistical 
data.



Providing comparable data

Standard questionnaire

Comparative Data Table Abridged list of key 
museum indicators 
(ALOKMI)

Data collection methododology



Analyzing data 
collection methodology



Goals of country methodological reporting template

• Which kind of information countries collect and produce 
on museums, including a museum register

• How countries produce their museum statistics (supply 
side)

• How countries define ‘a museum’; how they deal with 
museum-like institutions; which statistical unit is used for 
the output; which classifications are applied; and how the 
core structural variables are defined.



Harmonization of Museum Data
Selected Data Insights: Key Findings from the Metadata Analysis

Common Ground:
• 14 of 19 countries have official 

museum registers.
• 93% aim for an integral frame
• Non-response treated differently
• 80% raise numbers electronically, 

once a year

Common Challenges:
• Differences in definitions of museums.
• Different treatment of museum-like 

institutions
• Fragmentation in data sources and 

responsibilities.
• Limited awareness of available EU-wide 

statistics.



Future Challenges & Activities

Keeping Up with Data Challenges
• Data gaps due to the pandemic.
• Generational changes
• Website relaunch 

Changing Roles of Museums in Society
• Adapting statistics to the evolving function of 

museums.

Expanding the Network of Partners
• Strengthening community management.
• Strengthening partnerships
• Acquiring third-party funding.

Increasing Visibility of Museum Statistics
• Engaging stakeholders beyond data analysts.
• Using museum statistics as a strategic 

resource for benchmarking.
• Addressing broader museum topics (e.g., 

SDGs, museum workforce).
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