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Chapter I

The young participants: 
who are they?







Existential

● Self and collective expression
● Freedom of thought and critical

thinking

Artistic

● Different forms of artistic expression
● Knowledge and skills development

Identity

● History, heritage, national/regional 
traditions

● Community and union



● Beliefs, values, practices of a population

● Social, political and economical
manifestations

● Daily life, ways of living
● Social stratification and economic

system

● Elitism and social exclusion

● Critical points of view and need for 
change





Political-financial

Politicians

neglectful concerning cultural development

neglectful concerning cultural development

mistrust

Participation/ Culture as a right

Relations of power and freedom



Globalization / Digitization of the world

Tool to democratise culture, but…
misinformation, information overload and

cyberbullying
can lead to

distortion and abuse of power

Hierarchical notions of culture/

Cultural institutions: 

Gatekeeping

Elitism

Resistant
to new ideas

Socioeconomic inequalities

+  cultural access Family

Do not represent the participants
Do not provide space
for their artistic and cultural expression



Territorial access

Transportation

Cultural opportunities 

Mobility



highlighted by having both 
significant promoters and barriers 
to cultural participation

Schools

Promoters: 

- Primary setting for cultural engagement

- First role models: teachers

Barriers: 

School curriculum

Undervaluation of creativity



Professionalisation of the arts

Paradox
Freedom Oppression

Hierarchical interests

Relationship between artists and

cultural institutions

Create outside traditional
conventions



Human development drives cultural 
access

Category with the most promoters
in relation to barriers

Personal and human development

“Culture is a way to connect,

but a person must be willing to put themselves in others' 

shoes.

This ability/readiness needs to be instilled and taught

early on.”

(TAL2, EST)

Participation in culture as an
ongoing process

Key promoter: intergenerational collaboration

Disconnect between

what young people perceive as culture

and what is traditionally recognised as such



Young people care!
They have a voice and want to 
be heard!




